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SPECIAL CLASSES. 


The last report of the Publie Schools 
of Providence, R. I. shows that they 
have three special classes caring for 
03 ehildren. During the previous five 
years 128 have been represented in 
these classes aud 85 have left, going 
as follows: 

25 to go to work. 

24 transferred to primary schools. 

8 transferred to schools for individ- 
ual instruction. 

7 transferred to private schools. 

6 were too feeble to continue attend- 
anee, 

3 passed school age and remained 
at home. 

6 moved away from the city. 

2 died. 

The Director, Bessie M. Scholfield, 
says in her report: 

‘Previous to the fall of 1902 it had 
been thought best occasionally to 
place children who were backward for 
various causes, in these classes where 
they might receive individual instrue- 
tion. Sinee that time classes for back- 
ward children have been reserved fo1 
eases of serious mental arrest or men- 
tal defect. At present our classes are 
made up of cases of serious mental 
arrest and backward eases of slight 
or mental defect, and marked de- 
fectives who are still to a considerable 
degree lmprovable. Only eases that 
are believed improvable are admitted. 

In the special classes in this city 
all the high grade cases are treated as 
if they are Gases of backwardness and 
might some day be brought more near- 
ly to the normal standard. The 
teachers of these children are working 


with great faith and patience, hoping 


that obstacles which cause arrest may 
be removed, that feeble powers may 
prove capable of development and that 
these more helpful ones may prove to 
be cases of retard and arrest and not 
cases of actual mental defect.’ 

This report is very encouraging — 
even those known to be abnormal are 
being improved as much as_ possible 
so that they shall become less of a 
burden to their homes, but note is made 
of the fact, which is very important, 
that those who are abnormal can never 
be safe members of society and they 
should therefore be placed in a_ suit- 
able institution where this previous 
training will be valuable but where 
they shall receive the care and protec- 
tion they must have. 

A copy of the report can probably 
be procured from Superintendent 
Walter H. Small whose interest in this 
kind of work is quite marked. His 
tables regarding promotions are well 
worthy of study on the part of all 
school men 
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We all desire to express to Mr. 
Frank Henry our thanks for the nice 
Christmas trees. One for each build 
ing and plenty of greens for trimming 
made a fine gift indeed. 
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The first number of the ‘‘Supple 
ment?’ which should have been issued 
in December was delayed until Jan 
iarv for several reasons. Our igno 
rance of just what a task it was 
coupled with the extra work = of 
Christmas time, kept the edition back 
We hope however to be more prompt 
in the future. If you have not al 
ready subscribed be sure and send 


your D0c. at once 
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THE CHRISTMAS PLAY. 


The Christmas entertainment this 
year was called ‘‘Bibi, a Comedy of 
Toys.’’ The unusual number of 
speaking parts made the teaching 
harder than ever before, as it is quite 
difficult for our children to get and 
follow acue. The training value this 
year was very great however and we 
feel that the school time lost in pre- 
paring the play was well spent. 
Seventy-five children took part and ex- 
cepting for the few minutes of song by 
the Sand Man at the beginning and at 
the end no employes took part in the 
entertainment. The drills were nu- 
merous, interesting, snappy and well 
done and the songs were nicely ren- 
dered. 

Part 1—Diseovers Katy, the Toy- 
man’s daughter, sitting at a table 
sewing, with a number of dolls around 
the shop near her. The Sand Man 
comes in and puts Katy to sleep. A 
moment later the clock strikes and she 
wakes up just in time to hear the dolls 
say « ‘*We-wish-we-would-be-sold.”’ 
Gluepott, the toyman, now looks the 
dolls over and compliments his daugh- 
ter on the way they look. She tells 
him a number of little things about 
the dolls being in love with each other 
at which Gluepott laughs saying how- 
ever that he remembers a jumping 
jack who ran away and would never 
have been caught had he not broken 
his leg by a fall from the window. 
They then both start for bed but a late 
ealler brings Katy back. This ealler 
turns out to be a retired fairy who 
gives Katy some magie salts. She 
tries them on Sargeant Bon Bon, one 
of the dolls, who sneezes and wakens 
up. As soon as he becomes alive he 
seizes the bottle and wakens a number 
of the dolls among them Darky Topsy. 

Later Topsy secures the salts and 
opens the bottle in the other part of 
the shop and in front of the Noah’s 
Ark—soon come the jumping jacks 


(who give a very pretty drill) and the 
animals from Noah’s Ark. Katy tries 
to interfere and is tied to a chair—the 


dolls leaving her to go ona frolic of 


their own. The man in the moon 
came next in the darkness and to 
brighten up the scene gives Katy : 
little moon with the injunction that 
she is not to permit a dog to bark at it 
or it will become frightened and go 
out. 

The eat and the pig enter and 
sing a very charming song and dance 
a jig with the frog and the owl. The 
cat bites the ropes which fasten Katy 
and sets her free. It now appears that 
the man in the moon has run off with 
Bibi, the French dolly, and every 
effort is made to find her but without 
success until the retired fairy is called 
up. She talks to Saturn and the 
Great Bear and Bibi comes gliding 
down a moon beam back to the shop. 
Here she undertakes to show what 
she has been doing by dancing but the 
fairy punishes her by turning her back 
to a doll. 

A feast of mince pies is announced 
in the next room and all leave Bibi 
excepting BonBon who remains faith- 
ful. The fairy finding this to be the 
ease, announces that BonBon and 
Bibi shall get married but have a 
grand festival first. Now comes a 
very magnificent scene when the paper 
dolls, tin soldiers, gnomes. fairies, 
jumping jacks, ete., ete., drill and 
parade before the honored two and the 
scene closes with **Toyland, Toyland.’’ 
The Sand Man comes and puts all to 
sleep and the curtain falls. 
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Four of the members of last year’s 
Summer School class spent a few days 
with us during the Christmas week. 
They saw our Christmas entertain- 
ment and took part in the pleasures of 
the season. It is very encouraging to 
have our students come back in this 
way, and we are always glad to wel- 
come them. 
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United States Department of 
Agriculture has just issued Cireular 
No. 77 outlining a course in agriecul- 
ture or agronomy which should be in 
the hands of every school superinten- 
dent and high school principal. The 
assumption in this report is that it will 


be related to the high school course as 
a whole—the same asin other 
branches. The report says ‘‘It is the 
purpose to have the outline of daily 
exercises sufficiently flexible to make 
it possible for high school authorities 
to adapt it to the exigencies of other 
schedules and also to permit emphasis 
being placed upon the forms of indus- 
try most important to the immediate 
neighborhood of the  sehool.’’ The 
course of study outlined is formed on 
the assumption that this study will be 
based on botany, physiology and if 
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possible chemistry. It is suggested 
that the point of view from which the 
subject is to be taught shall be noted 
and the Japanese scholar who says 
‘‘[ note a very marked difference in 
the Agriculture of America and that of 
Japan. In America you work the 
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soil—in Japan we are interested in 


crowing crops,’’ is quoted. 
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The same sort of edueational de- 
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velopment is given by the study of 
wriculture as is given by studying 





botany, physiology, physics, ete., and 
a great deal of the work can be so 
ombined as to make agricultural 
botany, agricultural chemistry, ete. 
There is no science work taught that 
will not be helpful in agriculture and 
it does not require an increase of the 
numbers of subjects to be taught to 
have a very excellent course of agri- 
culture in any rural high school. 

This Cireular No. 77 may be ob- 
needed manner. The special ¢ tained from the Department of Agri 
here in large numbers and mu culture at Washington for nothing, 
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attention upon request to Dr. A. C, Small. 








THE TRAINING SCHOOL 








THE CHRISTMAS PLAY. 


The Christmas entertainment this 
year was called ‘‘Bibi, a Comedy of 
Toys.’’ The unusual number of 
speaking parts made the teaching 
harder than ever before, as it is quite 
difficult for our children to get and 
follow acue. The training value this 
year was very great however and we 
feel that the school time lost in pre- 
paring the play was well spent. 
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dered. 
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man’s daughter, sitting at a table 
, with a number of dolls around 
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lolls over and compliments his daugh- 
ter on the way they look. She tells 
him a number of little things about 
the dolls being in love with each other 
at which Gluepott laughs saying how- 
ever that he remembers a jumping 
jack who ran away and would never 
have been caught had he not broken 
his leg by a fall from the window. 
They then both start for bed but a late 
ealler brings Katy back. This caller 
turns out to be a retired fairy who 
gives Katy some magic salts. She 
tries them on Sargeant Bon Bon, one 
of the dolls, who sneezes and wakens 
up. As soon as he becomes alive he 
seizes the bottle and wakens a number 
of the dolls among them Darky Topsy. 

Later Topsy secures the salts and 
opens the bottle in the other part of 
the shop and in front of the Noah’s 


Ark—soon come the jumping jack 


(who give a very pretty drill) and the 
animals from Noah’s Ark. Katy tries 
to interfere and is tied to a chair—the 
dolls leaving her to go ona frolic of 
their own. The man in the moon 
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The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens ofthe State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, sothat close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 


JANUARY 1908. 


While the officers of the institution 
are very thankful to Mr. H. C. Himes 
for his gift of candy boxes at Christ- 
mas time, the children were the most 
appreciative. It is so very much nicer, 
you know, to get candy in boxes than 


in paper bags 


On January loth our Christmas en- 
tertainment was repeated to a very 
Altho we fre- 


appreciative audience. 
quently feel that the children lack 
snap W hen repeating an entertainment 


this one seemed to be given evel 


hetter than the first performance and 
excited much favorable comment 

A Committee of the Philadelphia 
Teachers Association which ha 
hand the ‘Special class’ work 1s 
making mueh progress. A series 6! 


meetings have been planned and visits 
to various Institutions have been made 
and are in contemplation. It is most 


encouraging to see this movement Tot 
it is stirring up physicians, 
gists, and pedagogues in a very much 
The special child 


psychoio 


needed manner. 
} numbers and must have 


here in iarge 
attention. 


AGRICULTURE IN OUR 
SCHOOLS. 


The United States Department of 
Agriculture has just issued Cireular 
No. 77 outlining a course in agricul- 
ture or agronomy which should be in 
the hands of every school superinten- 
dent and high school principal. The 
assumption in this report is that it will 
be related to the high school course as 
a whole—the same asin other 
branches. The report says ‘‘It is the 
purpose to have the outline of daily 
exercises sufficiently flexible to make 
it possible for high school authorities 
to adapt it to the exigencies of other 
schedules and also to permit emphasis 
being placed upon the forms of indus- 
try most important to the immediate 
neighborhood of the school.’’ The 
course of study outlined is formed on 
the assumption that this study will be 
based on botany, physiology and _ if 
possible chemistry. It is suggested 
that the point of view from whieh the 
subject is to be taught shall be noted 
and the Japanese scholar who says 
‘{ note a very marked difference in 
the Agriculture of America and that of 
Japan. In America you work the 
soil—in Japan we are interested in 
crowing erops,”’ Is quoted, 

The same sort of educational de- 
velopment is given by the study of 
agriculture as is given by studying 
botany, physiology, physics, ete., and 
a creat deal of the work can be so 
combined as to make agricultural 
botany, agricultural chemistry, ete. 
There is no science work taught that 
will not be helpful in agriculture and 
it does not require an increase of the 
numbers of subjects to be taught to 
ave a very excellent course of agrl- 
‘ulture in any rural high school. 

This Circular No. 77 may be ob- 
tained from the Department of Agri- 
eulture at Washington for nothing, 
ipon request to Dr. A. C. Small. 
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EXRACTS FROM THE SUPER- 
INTENDENT’S QUARTERLY 
REPORT. 


Many important things are being 
worked out in the Research Depart- 
ment but nothing more important at 
present than the tests of the children’s 
concept of number. This is being 
tested_Lin the same way as the investi- 
gations made upon a large number of 
Chieago publie school children a short 
time ago, and last winter upon high 
grade feeble-minded children in 
Massachusetts. If further study proves 
the present findings true we have 
come upon a fact of the greatest im- 
portance fo all teachers of arithmetic, 
especially in the lower grades. Our 
paper ‘‘The Supplement’’ in its De- 
cember issue gives a preliminary re- 
port on this. 

It is interesting to note that in 
France research work similar to ours 
is begun by Dr. Binet and that Dr. 
Witmer of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania is pursuing studies of the defee- 
tive children in the Publie Schools of 
Philadelphia. Dr. Goddard’s report 
speaks in detail of this work. 

I trust we may have more econtribu- 
tions to this fund, that this work, as 
important as any we do, may be 
carried on successfully. 

The school work is still advancing in 
importance as the report of the Prin- 
cipal shows. More and more the in- 
fluence of our work on the public 
schools is being felt. Two teachers 
from Philadelphia and one from Tren- 
ton were sent by their superintendents 
to spend a few days here and study 
our methods; and last Saturday, 
body of fifty from the Philadelphia 
Teachers’ Association made a_ special 
trip to inspect and observe our work. 
The teacher students in the University 
of Pennsylvania Special Kdueation 


classes have arranged to come after 
Christmas and arrangements are be- 
ing completed for a visit of 100 or 
more from Camden. 

As Dr. Goddard says, ‘‘when one of 
the greatest neurologists in the United 
States takes a day from his busy life, 
his all important work, and comes 
down here to get the latest plan of our 
work; when the Director of one of the 
most famous institutions for scientific 
investigation in the conntry comes 
with him;*when we find an edueator 
of international reputation joins them; 
when a philanthropist busy with large 
schemes and interests never misses 
one of these meetings; when finally 
school superintendents and_profes- 
sors are found in the same group and 
when all of them come early and spend 
the entire day and evening not in 
visiting the institution but in discuss- 
ing our problems here on the ground- 
surely our work is worth the doing.’’ 

These men were here a few weeks 
assure us that the 


ago and they again 
publie schools and general education 
need us. They need the scientifie and 
research work on the one hand and 
especially do they need our practical 
findings in the school rooms. I wisli 
you teo might know the high peda- 
gogie value of our sehool room and 
training work. And so they are send- 
ing their teachers to see and under- 
stand the practical working out of the 
idea that the important thing is to 
create in the pupil the desire to know 
and do. The making of readers, ete., 
by the pupils thus learning while éo- 
ing and doing while learning and so 
learning to think by doing are things 
of the utmost importance in the pub- 
lic schools, but their classes are so 
large and their progress so crewded 
that some such place as this is needed 
to be the Laboratory of demonstration 
tothem. [am greatly encouraged in 
this phase of our work and fee! that 
we shall prove that God makes no 
mistakes and that these children are 
of real use in the world after all. 





